Incidence and Significance of Tuberculosis
cent, sixteen to twenty/five, 43 per cent, twentysix to fifty, 60
per cent, over fifty (four in number) 100 per cent. Females: six
to fifteen, 55 per cent, sixteen to twenty/five, 33 per cent,
twenty/six to fifty, 44 per cent.
In America where the coloured race has lived under similar
conditions of life to the white race for a considerable time and
where the influence of protective infection should be about
equally effective, the difference in the death-rates from the disease
is yet marked. Drolet's figures of the mortality rates from tuber."
culosis for twenty/one American cities for 1933, show that the
rate for the negro population is about four times that for the white,
although the rate for both continues to fall. The following
are the figures of the mortality/rates for a number of cities in
the group: Atlanta, white 27, negro 152; Birmingham, white 36,
negro 169; Colombus, white 43, negro 230; Chicago, white 48,
negro 255; Detroit, white 55, negro 232; Washington, white
57, negro 295; Philadelphia, white 57, negro 201; New York
City, white 59, negro 264; Cincinnati, white 59, negro 369;
New Orleans, white 71, negro 238; and Los Angeles, white 85,
negro 197-
The lowest white death-rate, 27, occurred in Atlanta and the
highest, 85, in Los Angeles. The lowest negro death/rate, 127,
occurred in Houston, and the highest, 369, in Cincinnati.
In considering the high incidence of tuberculosis among
.coloured races due regard must be given to the influence of
various factors. Social conditions and domiciliary habits in so
far as they tend to facilitate the spread of massive infection must
necessarily play an important part. The type of the disease as
regards rapidity of caseation and the number of tubercle bacilli
expelled must also influence its rate of dissemination, although if
acuteness of type in coloured races who have some degree of
specific resistance be generally more marked than in white, it is
a strong argument in favour of some inherent natural suscepti-
bility. Opie has pointed out that various opinions exist regarding
the susceptibility of the negro race to tuberculosis. While some
authorities believe in the existence of an inherent predisposition
to the disease, others attach chief importance to the greater risk
of massive infection owing to inferior social and environmental
conditions, and to the possibility that the percentage of persons